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Pleafoz Moderation 


TOWARDS d 


DISSENTERS: 


Occafioned by 


The Grand-Furies Preſenting the SER MON 
AGAINST PERSECUTION, at the 


laſt Aſi izes holden at Sherburn in Dorſer-/bive. | 


To which is Added, 


An Anſwer to the Objections commonly 
made againſt that SERMON. 


By SAMVEL BOLDE,. 
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DISSENTERS, &c. 


Mongft the many Strata ws Safas has vankd ha 

Seco to ray rk an progreſs of True Chriftiani- 
ty engaging Pret sto it, to. appear 
extreamly concern'd and zealous x ; 
Rites and Ceremonies *: has not. boon ths. 9 44, 
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carnal, vicious 
as it is very probabl 
CE nt Ifiyeviden Aeoryrnoen. bap 


Church, with HH _ name did dec Get 
the proportion warmth, men were allowed 
out about bt ——geuyr And when the Church was ſo farcor- 
rupted,-as her ſelf mainfy with and 
ſach Decrees and Orders as did only relate to ſome external 5 u1- 
_ Cirenmſt ances, ſhe did ap pparcatly decline the vigorous 
ecuting thoſe things in which Kelg5or doth indeed 
Aodlas waded, one of the- Principal things which | 
men from an ujiverſal concurrence, in obſetying,: 
= s about Indifferent thing «,, is their obſerving that by this 
verfation, 
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of certain this did open a very wide door for thoſe- to enter 
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into the Communion of the Church, and prevailed very much for 
the-continuing of them in that Communion, and for the having of 
them incomraged and careſt, whoſe vicious courſes made Chriſtia- 
mity evil of by Strangers ;, ad who according to the Ancient 
Rules and Canons of the Church,” ſhould have had the Cenſures of 
the Church ioflifted on them, to the caſting them out of her Com- 
munion, notany more tobe admitted, without giving extraordina- 
2/ + coma: demonſtrations of their being brought to better 
min 


And this ſort of People having thus inſinuated themſelves into 
the Church, did ſoon obtain ſo great an intereſt, as to altet the 
very Deſign, Intention and Uſe of thoſe Inſtances which were a 

inted by "Chriſt Himſetf, They procured fuch /Refriftions to be 
Bid on' Peoples commnnicatingin Devine Ordinances, that whereas: 
before none were to communicate, but ſuch as had in the courſe 

f their lives given good evidence that they feared God, and worked 
Righteonfueſs,, now-none muſt communicate but only thidſe who 
would obſerve'ſach Outward Orders, Humane Conſtitutiong, und Un- 
meteſſary Rites. And whereas anciently the Cenſures of the Church, 
eſpecially  Excommenication, was not intlicted on any, aivleſs they 
were þt oppoſers of the Chriſtian Faith, or.were of-forme 


vreat Iminorality in their 'Prattice ,. they had now brought the 
Eaton Religon torronfiſt mainly I n'twoPoints, vIz. Din and 
wrward Ritks, "and conſequently the! Cenſures of the Church 'were 
United prinCipalt for peoples not being implicitely and blindly 
"obedient. , | 
Thete was now nothing known to be 'd:forderly walking, but; not 
obſerving appoimred Rites ; 'nor no Defobediepce, but when, people 
*would fiot own their Authority in every thing they injoyn'd. And 
theni - men might'be as vicions' as they pleas?d, ſwear, and be 
driack, arid” commit-all manner of ou and yet'be .admiraFle 
Zealous Chriſtians, becauſe they were tor: the Church. But if a 
man'were ever ſo pious, ſtrict, chaſt, and every way truly Religi- 
ous,.. yet if he would not pay them'erery Groat they did unjuſtly 
demand, or would not obſerve every Ceremony they did injoyn, 
py frevutty ſurnmon*d him, and it he would nof. ther yield a 


- Coin Order, they forthwith ggve himto- the 


63”) 

Men, thoextreamly vicicus, yet having,nof worn away all fenſc 
of Religion, are willing to ſtrike in with that way, which tids 560 
pudlick couriteriance,eſpecidlly i if they perceive that 
Formatitits ate by that part moſt ' Rigidly infiſted of, -and "that 
fhewing 4 great zeal for theſe things they may: both- [ats5fie I" 
their -erher Jritordlitits, and be repiited, according to common 
Vogue Religious to a High Depree. 

And no wonder then, if ſuch as theſe do in any Age | re out 
themſelves for the only Sons of the Church, when they fin 
ſervation of theſe outward Ceremonies is tori oh bY 
Lufts and Vices they are nioſt Nt find of, and 
accrue, by proſecuting others who are not fatis theſe 
things, and whoſe exemplary lives are a reproach © -- 
and ſhame to them. ** Men 5 very loath"to put ——_ 
<* themſelyes to role ogy hich = 7 *w P. PW 


& ry ready to emb! ace ' > but diſhence' c& with 
« that; 'and if but li aParty may hit 
« ſhelter them under a aver fc more -ore rene chin 


<« fach to be known by diſt Dn Ames, none more zealous in 

6 the kefence of every Tittle and PrnAtifio that lies tnoft r 

« from thoſe eſſential Duties wherein the Kingdom of God 

« fiſts, - v5. Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy Inthie Holy Gholt” 
But that Church's nadoubtedly under unhappy i 

ſtances, which cannot have any owned for her Chil | OG wal 

not imitate the worſt of pen in their groundleſs zeal, 


+ thane barbarity, and —_ aq Sr and moft enormons Itnniord 
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this Charafter, who would wil nel? bring {r/o the 
ſame 'Cireumſtances I have —ks the meritioned, arch: are 
the greatelt Enemies ſhe can. poſlibly, have. 

: -AsSatan has proved too ſucceſsful 
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1. It yields a very plaufible pretence, under which wicked 
men may yent their wrath, and envy, and malice. For tho theſe 
Bigots talk of the Church and Religion, yer they give too much 
evidence ia their carriage, that what they. do is the Fruit of that 
Rancoyr. they have long, cheriſhed in their Breaſts, and which 
has quite Cankered their Spirits. The pretences theſe men do 
make, are but Colours under* which they may. more decorouſly 
vent. their venom and malignity. | 

2..1t/ tends much to the utter extirpating of that; Love, ; and 
Charity, .and Meekneſs, which are commended by Chriſt and his 
Apo as. the Fatal Parts, the Honor agd Glory of the Chris 
ſian Religion 


Satan has created the Church much trouble by cauſing Diviſi- 
ONS Arne Chriſtians. Sometimes he has ſuggeſted Errors and 
Falſe mes to ſome who have profeſled Chriſtianity, and then 
has, irritated, them to, make Parties, and adhere reſolutely to 
thoſe Tenets againſt all the Demonſtrations the Orthodox could 
give them both of the falfeneſs of their Opinions, and how perni- 
cious they, would be in their Conſequences.” But I think he has done 
Religion more Diſlervice by hurrying men into «de and peeviſh 


Heats about Hwnane Devices, than he bes been able to do, by in- 
Nigaing to-broech and publiſh uch Doctrines as have had an 
Ninn Ange tendency to overthrow Chriſtianity. 

ome 


For under a pretence,o 
and the great 'E {e 


the Intocency of theſe former Inſtances, 
pious men have concluded -would fol- 


weny Inſtances. of this in the Church. of Rome. I 

one... There is no great doubt to be made, but 

oe them « Divine and Religions Worlip ca he prevailed wi 
the Leading ayd Governing part of the Church to eſpouſe 


7” 20:3 & \ 
Cauſe ſo heartily, they did contend and declare that Images not 
| anly ought to be ſer up, but to be worſhipped. 

Fq . Every man who hath taken any toller2ble notice of the Hiſtory 
'of former. times, . mulf certainly know the Church of Chriſt has 
been often. very miſerably torn and revt, and divided, on the ac- 
count of ladiffer eut Ceremonies. Some have ſtubbornaly refuſed 
to comply in the uſe of thoſe Rites tor which others have hadan 
extrabrdinary kindneſs, and theſc'being impatient of that Denial, 
have been too fierce and rigorous in 1mpoſing what they have 
| faid they did believe would be very uſeful. 

| And'what-has been juſt matter of complaint in former - Ages, 
| js thorough the Craft of Satan, and wicked Hypocriſie of car- 
al a*more. than ordinary ground: of Fear and 7roxble to 
this T, ent. Generation. | 
_, We who profeſs our ſelves: Proteſtants, have ſtood a: great 
whitke:at ſome diſtance, and of 1gte our Difference has been excee- 
dingly heighten »Nay jHiStobe.feared many attempts have been 
= e by ſome ſort. of People, to refer us wholly unreconcile- 
e 


+ This is the more Deplorable, and has a more Direful--Aſpet, 
| becauſe we do on both lides lie ugder more then ordinary .ingage- 
wo ments to;unite as ſpeedily agd firmly.as we can. . Beſides/the, ng- 
ture op Ker rrar of .our Religion, and all that, excellent pros * 
viſion: Chriſtianity doth make = keep It Prgtens from Jars 
and unſeemly Quarrels, making eſs, and Peace, and Love, 
and Condeſcention,. and mutual "woe bag ſome of its Vital 
Parts. Beſides thi Ap he ordinary prementien Hon, we 
are. now in 2 very audible and vivble manner « ON, and. jJmPor- 
tuned to Gal we can —— ſide.to unite. We muſt either —_ 
we muſt periſh. It. is high time to leave off inſiſting on little prrr4 
tibo's of Honour ; we ought duly ro weigh- our” circumſtances; 
and the nature of the things we Contend about, and if our Dan: 
gers be anmeeſnrably great, and the things we differ about.; ſuch 
as will not bear ſo. great aweight, as the /2/s of .our Religion 'and 
all or 2 Us we mult yield ſomething on, either ſide, and” that 
= york og to part with moſt, that can do it with/grea- 


Many perſons have imploy*d their thoughts to: find 
iepgs by which our Common Enewy, the Fapilts, hy 
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hindred from getting ſo much advantage by our Diffetences as 
They expett.. No aoabt the Papiſts have had a great oe ih 
increaſing our Divifions. They have been Ind in labour 

10 exaſperate men,” and work their Paſſions beyotid-alf Govern- 
"ment and - Moderation, Nay tho ſome of our 1fake-bares, wik 
do wholly imploy their Talenrs to widen our Differences, do 
pretend to the Church of England, 1 am verily perſwaded they are 
either Real Papiſts, or very Ahſchievons Inſtruments in Popifh hails, 
toeffect and bring about the'common Riuine of Proteſtants. | 

The weakening of the Proteftarit Cauſe, be it under what pre- 
ence ſoever, is'undoubtedly very ferviceable- to the Papilts;' and 
whether this be done, by keeping up mutual Animofities id Con- 
tentions amongſt us, to the weakening and impairing the ſtreng) 
of both ſides, or by irritating the ſuperior and prevalliny 
to e and ſubdue the other by their power and might,” js e- 

acceptable th them. This latter cuts off that fipply the 
ger part wouldwtdoubtedly have from the other, when af- 
faulted by the Common Enemy. It is Policy in the Papiſts to ith- 
ploy ſome of their own Party to counterfeit, and feign, and pre- 
tend themſelyes of the Church of England, and then ingage _ 
andothers under that pretence 'to endeayour the ruine of 
they call -Deſnters, hot. cally VEL they hate them, but becariſe 
they know that having done thus, they ſhall be more fticcefsfol 
in attempting the Church of England. 

However, they are certain, if they can make us the Exteutio- 
ers of their Rape againſt ow fellw Proteſt ants, they hn a hon 
Zoglend when ig and by Fj. Fe thr EO gate 

when ſingle and : C | 
Countrymen' in their Quarrel, Od proveked them to fight with 
one another, till they were both abſolutely tired, and when 
they were thus wearicd, did murder them both, would no donbt 
= mami Revenge on the Swrvivor, if one of them had killed 
other. TIES 

Amongſt the many Methods and Expediciits four out"'for 
effeCting a firm and laſting Union amongit Proteſtants;'l think 
Dr. —_— in his early years did hit on a ne $a and” tt 
llible one, if it mi $rbarnqyrny *ded to, 2nd 


*. © countenanced in power. © we. ſo happy. 
P- 131, 6& but to/take Sag. | | £ Te 


d 

tion tomarils them who have d t A concerning 
the Tndifferem Appenalages to our Publick orſhip. Nay their zeal 
againſt this Moderationtran them intoſuch indecencies, they 
will not only have | the number of Chriftian Virtzes, 
but they Uare decry dlbwho own and Plead for ps the worſt of 
EOS, EDT mag 
the Apoſtle, Let your / atzon (4 Virtue mehmng * 4-5. BP, 
ar 10: ſack is dnt: of henigi and equitable Femper 612 Oy ou Sorm 
conver ſing with one another, whereby we ay ENdeavonr 
toipreſenveroncord and waniy. mm owr treating Concerning thoſe things a- 
bout whielswe differ))-be known amto all men, they/ſeemto read it back- 
ward, -and do'in their-pratice publiſirto the 'world, they be're- 
ſolved to letitheir Rage and Fury be known'to all men. 
, 'Butithe Hurt would not-be-to great, if they. would only pub- 
| liſh their wilde and untameable Temper under a Private name, 
| and- not ſtrive 'to 'injure ahd beſpatter the Church of England, by 
pretending her 'Patronage. w 

'Moderation is not only a Chriſtian Daty, -but a peculiar Orna- 
mentito any Church which doth eſpouſe and practiſe it. And 
therefore thoſe:who do labour to repreſent. the Church of England 
underahother Character. by pretending to her in their fierce and 
| ontragious carriages, do as much as they can to baptiſe her  4- _ 

cbeilian, -and under a pretence- of juſtifying themſelves in theis© 

5 worlt Demeanor, do ſtrip herof one of the greateſt Excellencies, 
| and chiefelt ts the Chriſtian Church. doth enjoy, and 


can glory in. 'The 


| fe $66"967 :reat | E Degeneracy of 
doikag davibes we fo mary ns Degunieiry' of 
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ſhould be ſo zealons 
. Chriſtiaylove and charity muſt 
' and thrown away-for-ſuch things. Indeed where e 
any conſiderable: Degree, 'they will doyery much 
chthoſe Heats, into-which paſſionate and inconſiderate peo-' 
ple are too apt to be undulyhurried, - : fob ng: © 
'We have at this time greater things which call for our zeal 
and concern to be imployd about - And the dangers we are in of 
loling them ſhould mightily operate on us, and make us. cay- 
tious, leſt by any unſuitable carriage we ſhould be any way inſtru- 
mental to make that breach wider, through which P is appa- 
rently labouring to thruſt het ſelf in amongſt us, 1 and 
weighty matters of Religion, the yery Fundamentals of Chriſtia- 
nity are now aſſaulted by the Papiſts., And if they can get but a 
littlemore advantage, we ſhall be in danger of haying new Arti- 
cles added to our Creed,and: new Sacraments adminiſtred in our Chuy- 
ches, And therefore whilſt in danger of pre ning Innovations ob- 
truded on us, we cannot? have any time or 1 (if heartily con- 
cerned for our Religion and- our Souls) to. fall out and quarrel 
with one another about Old Rites and Ceremones, 

Itis yery fad to conſfider-with what heat our preſent Differen- 
ces are managed on every hand, and that which doth very \much 
Hert, 'is that debauch'd and lewd le are ſuffered to blow-up 
our Diviſions into much greater and diſtances, than they 
would riſe to, if only learned. and ſerious, and pious men had 
the manageing of them. What ! is it not high time to agree 
amongſt our ſelves, now that Hanmbal is at our Gates ? ſhalt we 
give no hopes of an union amongſt our ſelves, till being Sacrifices 
toour Enemies Fury, we.meet on both ſides i Pop Flames, to 

'" .witneſsto the ſame Religion ? © Such bluſtering boi- 
Ip, Wars <« ſterous Tempers as are all for the great River Ex- 
on Þ: 47% « phrates, which runs witha torrent and a mighty 
« floiſe, and refuſe the ſtill waters of Sh/loab, which-rawn ſoft and 
<« ently, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 1/a. 8.6. Such are no friends to 
<< peace, becauſe ris the latter which is the River whoſe ſtreams 
© muſt make glad the City of God, P/al. 46. 4. that is, muſt promote 
« the quiet and flouriſhing ſtate of the church, as a 

Pp. Andrews Sermv. < Reverend Prelate hath elegantly expreſt it. 
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The 


| true agg pore ity we muſt mainly diſcoyer our 
IR other matters we muſt redyce them to their 
ace, and allow them no more of our affeCti- 


bon ir own nature they deſerve, and the Exi- 
. ala rch doth call for. Our Sayiour lays no ſtreſs on 
any thing but Real Practical Religion z/ he does rather Caution os 
againſt roo mach Zeal about oy and Cummin (leſt this ſhould 
cat up the heart and life, and ſpirit of our Devotion) than 
oblige us to a particular and eminent diſcoyery of great-and ex- 
traordinary warmth about thoſe things in which Real Eg | is 
not immediately concerned. 

We find the Apoſtles upon mature deliberation, and. w 
they had the immediate ance and. guidance of the Spi | 
would lay no more on the Diſciples, than what wasghen Necefla- 
ry. And it would be no difficult thing to. ſhew that they were not 
Rigid towards thoſe who did omit, and even refuſe, afterwards 
to obſerve ſome of thoſe Injundtions they concluded necellary to 
be obſerved ig that Juncture of Affairs, when they made that De- 
termination, 

I kaow ſome do inſiſt yery much on this Queſtion, Whether the | 

Apoſtles had not power to determine Indifferent Ceremonies, 
ſo as to oblige the Church in her ſeveral Adminiſtrations to 
the uſe of ſome, and to forbear. the uſe of all others 3 and whe- 
ther if any Profeſſors of . Chriſtianity ſhould obſtinately have 
{ refuſed-to comply with thoſe Orders, t wow might not 

pocontly, and . juſtly have Excommunicated them for. theit 
Contempt 

Such Lina of Qyorione F theſe are very =E 
am a e who are ſo i yank in pro 
in Compy, as ſome in the world are, Lakin, 
and re the unwary. I will fay no more to Point te at 
preſent, than 
| 1}. Firſt of all, That 1 believe the Apoſtles had as much Au- 
Z thority and Power, as any of thoſe have who pretend to be their 
 Succeſlors. 

2ly. That they had. io great meaſire of Divine Grace com- 

municated to them, .as eCually reſtrain them from uſing 
their Authority arbitrarily, or in an inordinate and hurtfol 


: way 
CG: 3hy. They 


End, 
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3h. They nevermad of thlr Pwr, thre read cheer 

bout theſe 'indMerent and 
whether they would have proceeded to _ 
talk of, if they tiad appoiated any namber es wil" ag 
not been obeyed, Is not; evident —_—_ to cotwince and Tatis- / 
be inquiſitive. men. 

The Queſtion lies mainly. here, Whether if th tne 
route. _ Divine porno they _ 
every thing, Imperiogs an men es 5 
_ ——_ wn fe om - 8 0 have Br 
| ey thought it, not more Chriltian, yet more ,pruden 
1 ſrbear forbear laying Snairs in peoples ol ber 63 

| the exerciſe of their Authority about theſe things; than 
. to make any unſcaſonable uſe of it, and than. vindicate it-by ſo 
"_—_ a courſe, as their delivering men unto Satan did amount 


Py I think it will be very dififhlc for any man to make it 
- appear; that for ſome hundreds of years after the Apoſtles, the | 
Chriſtian - Orthodox Church did. ever require any Ss. more 
than common Chriſtianity as a Term of Church-Communian. # 
Or. that any Ceremony was for {o long a time impoſed on the ? 


F his is not deſigned in the leaſt to reflect on the Church of 
oth" er = 242; tA of Her Orders ; Ps PO 


the Church ſhould approve. 
2. That ſome of thoſe who ds diſſent from 
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( Iz.) » 
4 at firſt injoyn them, the Church of * England would ſtill 
he as: Impregnable a_ Bulwark againſt Popery, as .now ſhe is. 
And I 'am-fully fatisfied there is no man will, deny this, uglefs 
he be either a Real Papiſt, or an Ignorant Superſtitious Fool. 

Nor is this all_ that may be alledged, why we ſhould 'be cau- 
tious: of: dealing harſhly with thoſe who differ from us in theſe 
things, and againſt whom we have nothing elſeto-except. For 

he -very -Conlideration of the Fruit and Effeft the continued 
mpoſing of theſe things has had on many, ſhould both abate 
Our yehemence againſt Diſſenters, and make vs gen more 
inclinable: to defire that ſome Abatements mi legally made 
robrw. things, for the ſatisfying of thoſe, who ſtill remain un- 

el . J 

There are two dreadful Events, which . have. followed, theſe 
Impoſitions, Gt” ; Se. * 

.1,, Many worthy, pious, and otherwiſe every way qualified 
Perſons, have been, hindred from either entering or” continu- 
ing in the Lords Vineyard, to labour and work publickly there. 

2. The conſtant impoſed uſe of theſe things hath almoſt una- 
voidably begot in the- minds of” ignorant and vulgar people, a 
belief. that they.arec indiſpenſably neceſſary, and bred parts 
of thoſe Ordinances to which they ,are annexed. I haye known 
ſeveral who would as willingly have had- their' Children and 
Relatibns'not 'baptized. at all, as not to have the Sign of the 
Croſs added: - And this, not becauſe it. is required by Autho- 
rity, bat. becauſe (a3; they Have" profelſedly and openly owned) © 
they thought: the: Baptiſm-nor good and valid withont it. | Nay , 
Lhare known when inany Arguments weuld not faiche people, 
tit private. Baptiſm without the Croſs, (and'T know yot 
aty man can juſtifie the uſe of the Crofs.in' that caſe) was ſound 
and true Baptiſm, tho they have profeſſed they did belieye the 
CH could not live half an hour. And in fach caſes the Sign 

ROO B1Hd0k at jou Contradittio in Adjetta, And ſome 
of theſe, were ſuch” 1. ſhould ſcarce have” believed ' had been fo 
- roo}: ſaperſtitious, If 1 tad not had a particular know-- 

e of 'it, - | | 
however both theſe Effets might happen di j comtrary 
to the primary deſign in appointing Came _IRE E 
Fruits do apparently ſpring from theace, qa 
| 'B; i 
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vnly- by accident, -th&y may {be enongh to make. thoſe who 
e greateſt zeal for the power of ' godlineſs, deſire that 

no more. * may be laid on theſe things, than their -own 

'For* notwi ing all the <aution the Church hath uſed 'to 
prevent theſe it - by" declaring” her own deſign, and 
the- true: uſe and importance of theſe- things; that has not been 
"univerſally | effeftual to anſwer her Deſign. © Neither her Ru- 
bricks,' her Canons, no nor - the Admonitions of her: Clergy, 
have been ſoeffeftuatto prevent miſtakes and falſe' conceptions 
about theſe things, 'as the conſtant, uninterrupted; and Wnjoin- 
ed-uſe and ice of them, 'has been to. ingender "and create 
them in ſofte mens minds. Nor is it- altogether improbable, 
but more minds would have been leavened with ſuch falſe Noti- 
ons, as thoſe *mentioned before, if theſe things had beenuniver- 
fally ſubmittedto,and the conteſts and diffzrences about them had 
"not awakened people to confider-them; more diſtiaftly, and get 
themſelves acquainted with- the proper deſign and true uſe of . 
them. 

Nor. have I- only obſerved, thatſome do mifunderſtand the 
Church in* injoyning the uſe of theſe Ceremonies, by the par- 
ticular knowledge 1 haye had of their ying: too- much ſtreſs 
on theſe things, and' looking on them as allential parts . of 
Ordinances, but 1 am- inclined 'to' think that many others are 
ſenfible- what kind of thoughts ſome pretenders to our Church 
have of theſe things. ' And this' from the Reaſons ſome active 
Tnen gave, why-they-Wyould. not yield -to any alteration, when 
that' admirable'Projet of uniting us was on'foot, and was ma- 
naged by thoſe eminentand glorious Members of this Church, 
Lord Keeper Bridgeman, Sir ' Marthew Hale, ' and Dr. Wilkins, 
afterwards Biſhop - of © Cheſter. - One reaſon why. *: 
ſome - zealous Clergymen would: ndt yield was, be- Lhe, of Sir 
cauſe, « many ſack Conceſſions miſhhr allo ſhake thoſe 1,72; Hals 
<<! of our own Communion, and tempt'them' to/for- ** "7 
<< ſake us, and go over to the Church of Rome, pretending that we 
&* charged {6-often, that they were-thereby inclined to be of 
« 2 Church that: was conſtant and 'true to her ſelf. 

I am my -own part well enough fatisfied of. the lawful- 
neſ$ of the 'fryeral things required, but I ſee not 'any Gy 


deci mart Tome mo do diflenit x Gem th Cinrch 
Te loudly and carneſtly calfed to it, 'both by the 
Grand Jury's preſenting, ar the faft Aﬀizes holden” at 
* my Sermon . aganſt Perſcemiin,” ard by the moiſe 2nd roo ir 
who would. Be, thought Great * Men do. make abont thar 'Ser- 
in, which 1 have faid bat little in "Compariſon of what 


, w# 


may cruly.berfaid for: Þmc Dilſenters. For there-I have on- 

: Lag faln on that point, and have- engafed-no- fur- 

than to. warn ſome haſty and  inconſiderate people, that 

they not. raſhly. and furiouſly 'engage in Proſecuting their 

Honeſt and - Peareable Neighbours, leſt by 

ruining them an the account of ſome Differences they do nat 

underſtand; they ſhould 'at laft be: found guilty-of ſuch 

in, as-cannot be expiated 'by the little, fleight,. and fri- 

volous pretences they are at preſent inclined to urge for their 
own Vindication, | 

wer ths heats, ſay. in..chis matter, T intend to bring 


day ſomething of the-matter in bifpure between 
ters. 2ly, T will give -both a general and 
j Sona ge; the font? plead for. © 3ly, 1 will 
iefly anſwer $1 nnderſtandare ordinarily in t 
raiſed againſt my Sermon, And here 1 ſhall have - 
to ſhew, that .the exerciſe of that Moderation 1 plead 
for, ry oy. well- comport with "True Conformity, 
fe. 1 fay ſomething of the 'matter in diſpute betwixt 
ings I you on _— are ſome 
4 except ag orm of our 
= aFus Drviman for fame other. But I-00not int 
to meddle much in this Controverſiez for I flever yet 'found 
Dy the ſeveral Prerenders that -way., 
and .convince me of the Jus Divinum 
by of Charch *Govexament, Very 
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F410 Saint Hierow?sAccount of theOrigiral of we, 
Comment .1n E- Pacy» ares or ity with it. here: 


h Na Learned _— bs Eres given -2 abſo- 

luteend fatisfattory Anſwer to all that Blonde/ offers 
as oF 18. vindication of, that, Notion,. Nonor does Mr. 
obo) poet, Maurice; reflefting on ſome Hitte inſtances in Se 
dj | Churches, Hlierom, to-invalidate his Nation, render it  ri- 
= diculous and. uncooth, 2s 'he ſeems to fancy. 
x But allowing Dr Hammonds notion, it _ throws the Prieſthood 


out of doors, and makes the middle » ect ſnnags: 1n- 
F: -yention, and ſo degrades the Fri thari thoſe 
| Epift, 85, did, who occaſioned St Hierom”s advancing them (as 


ns; ſome think) too: high, and making them ro differ 
very little from Biſhops.* The truly eminent Dr. Burner, who is 
equally famous for his Univerſal Learning, as for his excellent 
and extraordinary Hiſtorick Talent,” and gho.aboye moſt Wri- 


ter, is ſolid and victoriousin bis ths ſpl cn in my 
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. Hour, apd.ne xn, eance 600 wary in gl 
gs Jovi in Divine-;$exyice,. becauſe our minds 
'to0 ro prone 6 cher me-ch.3o what Gale. N Wet; 


ANC GIESS to thoſe. 
*are. al $1 A mwdcd, wager vader very : ſpecious, c0lo 
innocent pretences, than, we can Feder juſtifie to Cn 


ful. However, this is. apt to lay -us 100: open to the..Zrea- 
cherous inſianations with which.cunning and e men will la- 
bour to. commgng 9, ihe Inſtances, which be dire 
ful. But we muſt take heed got oaly that we” yield” 
things, voahy. eve but that we .do not tragres (hy 
in the things 


A very ill uſe has, been made phe things 
"hich we were without doubt Originally well jn- 


very particulars which 

devout Ca SY Mew bo have... found [ng 

Hle to. them. in the raiſing of their -affeftions 
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wa bis Act 


men. 
eat Dif in the Church about this mat- 
Siclared their ſeaſe in very large words, e- 
ſtrange In- 


.may be ſatisfied to ſerve God in the way appointed b 0- 
rity, we cannot thence fairly conclude ir Iawfii wr. 
thers who" ſerve God without: our Ceremonies, but 'in a 
* that is grave and decent as well as ours. For, if it ſhould at la 
happen, notwithſtanding all the Probabilitics we have on 
.our fide, that the extent of Humane Authority in theſe mat- 
"ters, is only to keep men within Decent and Comly bounds, 
- and to puniſh them when 'they are diſorderly, irreverent, and | 
Rude; and thatit doth not” reach to determine one way De- 
cent and Orderly, ſo as to make all other wayes, (which are 
in themſelves. equally Decent) unlawful ; I fay, if it ſhould thus 
fall out at laſt, then all thoſe who do unneceſſarily en 
themſehves in the immodcrate Courſes I 'am Qilwading from. 
may _wilh, when jc |s t00 late, they had followed the lafeſ 
ice | 


kc. Ku mere og _ f preſcribed to the Exerciſe of 

is Power, by. thoſe who yield it_ina great meaſure, 

"2s will not ſecure us | 11-the aderods Inconrenks 
which. do attend this Power when unlimited. Indeed; if Har 
Authority / has ſuch a Power belonging $0 K of Right, \a3/ſoine 
do affirm, there cannot be very 'much faid on the point; © Am 
therefore'1 will qaly. propoſe two Queſtions for tuck to think 
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do ſonietimes 


either a Popilh, iſh, or very ſuperſti jous Prince, 
re, onies injoyncd which were 
ry oh; of $4 Henry the 8b; Reign ? If 


opera, on ye can be excuſed from an 
obſerve. Fr thoſe Rites and Ceremonies that were 
then intud, if we be,cver ſo unhappy as " 

to oat the influence of a- Prince who *.54 [De Burndt's- 
prevailed with to be. ſuperſtitious e- UF; ff ts Moe: 
Dougt to ink 4 thoſe. Ceremonies not too ma- J,yg. womb, 16. of 
and, that the +5, Ancient, and Expedi- * rires ay Corencs- 


My oy it he .do declare them 'ter be wer.- p. 313, 
as . that King did, not as parts of 
TE for a more Honourary, and ' Decorous Perfor-- 


mance of iz*, 
Pe. |The - ings we contend about, 'are of ſuch a Nature, 
ot 


; Me bear: ſo. much wei; t as ſorhe would: lay 
them. There have F Fart wb th nb fo 


gion: who. ep" Deg are kr Snggtr wagaee— 


wn. 
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y. ſhadow, 0 y appear , worſe; becauſe 

Kar both, loſt what he tad, willin rt with __ 
Cotrans, and ala at no. more thau phy willy yo [t-was thus: 
inopr. Saviours time E.3þ ; KEEDES wi and Phariſces, yeathe Pricits 
and- Hheh-rigf?, Ey 2y in thoſe days, dia ſulfer, nay: 
teach men t9 goat Ss they en bony for 
their Doctranes «Aa [ CE — 
mig then —_ or as many ſins, in 
$ {ann the {As « Li, as CS 6h to-do now: 
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The things are at X bir ot accidental and ſe 
A YL ny hockey ſee 5) be remove, 
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d pure at it is with them. 
perionth about theſe, as if 
is every jot as abſord and 
the very ſame reſpect and ve- 
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ry Yu Who bas packs creunilrie and reſtrain it with- 
we, be here, hen urder the cordut 


ment. and Conſcience - muſt 
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There have bzen - nr er in the Church about this mat- 
ter. And ſome have d their ſenſe in very large words, e- 
yen o as to make ,way for the bringing of very ſtrange In- 
noyations, into the Church; For, 84 
Tf, It is not Demonſtrably certain; that Humane Authority | 
has power any further, than to reſtrain and: puniſh diſorders, 
and indecencies in the Church. And if ſo, tho we our ſelves 
-may be ſatisfied to ſerve God in the way appointed by Aurho- 
. rity, we cannot thence fairly conclude ir awful to ruine-o- 
thers who” ſerve God without our Ceremonies, but ina wa 
+ that is grave and decent as well as ours, For, if it ſhould at 


cent and Orderly, ſo as to make all other wayes, Cwhich are 
in themſelves. equally Decent) unlawful ; I fay, if it ſhould thus 
fall out at laſt, then all thoſe who do unneceſſarily eng 
themſelves .in the immodcrate Curſes I 'am diſlwading from. 
may _wilh, when is too lat they had follomed the fafeft 
Advice. | | Ts 


powerto crcunieibe and reſtrain it with- 


be rt pool] je 

we, when under the cordy 

| a qe erpment. vent of che Popilh, or very ſuperſti” ious Fa 

ving all thoſe Popiſh eremonics injoyncd which were 
force in the latter ry hs Ly ing * Henry the 81h; Reign ? If 

and Goveral Jud ment. and Conſcience» muſt - 

py the Rule d In theſethings for all the - 

cannot . diſcern | bow we can be exculed from from an 

o Le ty thoſe Rites and Common that were 

ed, if we be cyer fo unhappy as Cas 

T the influence of a- Prince who” *Fi4 (Dr BurniGs- 

be prevailed with to be. ſuperſtitious e- Wk 'of "xo Fn 

> to think thoſe. Ceremonies not too ma- 1,44. amb, 1. of 

. By, -and, that ed are Ancient, and Expedi- ' Rite! and Coreme- 
eat he .do., declare them "te be »e.- p. 313, 

as . that King did, not as parts' of 


Yo for a ore Honourary, and Decorous Perfor-- 


ings we contend _ about, 'are of ſuch a Nature; 

bes 9m wel Es Weald hg '' | 
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catching at both, fot what he 2d, they willingly part with'the: ; 

and aim at NO. prom ads (owe ſhew: It "wee thas 
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2-thing i51 it; toy hear '# drunken 
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much more fir the Cenſures 'of the oh 
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Theſe things are not matters of ſuck Moweiit, { 
derate and Picus men ſhould lay ao much of their - 


-them. Men ob, hoth "es 


«reſts; anll if Mioſe v 
Gaede, 60 
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to the; nod? 

aligion they pretend to, and do differ very in theſe teller: 

Points, 'yea dare 'declaim againſt, and-rail- ab them, 

who were ſo'much of late for effefting. a . trueReconciliati-- 

on; and: our) +11 brag amongſt us, > 4 A—— ;are- cer-* 

| om approving themſelves True Sons of- thei 

nn England.' For Parliaments, whoſe! Authority alobe 
has'-given a"Sandtion to: theſe things, are-moſt fit. to take in- 

to their Conſideration whether it be convenient -ta 'make- any 

Akaratzon oF oth mn on al, eye thend SL — 

any-.think .them 10,/ they may” jlearn 
of |Bngland ther ſelf, how : much: they have poor ppt from 


her, and. oy, er mens wo to--Alingi. 
her Face. For ex ter 
in- preſly = Legg 2 


be: altered. And /no meaner a Confor 
Mr. Thorndikz,” doth fay, The Form of Sdrviee 
withous di/paragement euther 'to; FOE. 
{pa ks Church nb, preſcribed ity/or 0 Is 

Mens laying too much ftreſs on theſe things, 
others too rigorouſly for |not-believi 
I can- eaſily deſcribe. What Mr. Beret fd dior moons 
monies, in his Sermon before King Fames, was very true x 

« which were "not worth a- mans Life or Livelyhood * For 
Y (nad he) This Senator invited | Augu- 
<ing.to_ the Bow he hearda horrid ny; Great Britain, p* 11, 


ow __ we by Law maybe arkyowledged capable 

of the Nation that enatted it. be 
matters as they like beſt, | has occaſio Tm. 
moderate. viz, * They, are like the. Romen Serators Glaſles, 
&« «ſar to a Dinner, and as he was. com» 'wilo's Hifry of 
« after them that 'thas mate icroi, he Eayero Gntng 
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any man that would plead for them, tho 
roſecuted. with it ſeverity. ID 
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Luigi rock myreny are 
; Ee as well-as we Cot- 
Ferm.. of che be; and” they know (it may beybet- 
Fans 17 ter than we do, oven by Experience)- what the 
-difference is betwixt a warm #v«ſe, and cold 
and naſty Priſoie, betwixt. the: Po and other: Inconveni- 
ow leenrechnmonyiar yn gpoy re gt rar 
Enjoyments many- of -us do ſhare im. Theuſarids af pound 
nodhndreſh-by ce yr would be money. 5 bent, 09-<c 
as tO any Df us. if i be wot Conſcience that makes 
them- deny themſelyts, as to tit | 
for. Fancy and Humour, "tis 
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of theſe who are berceſt agaiſt thaw, — ps 


tar Pallige of $t. Auſtin geſ-rves to be particularly cog- 
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Me fr bu things 25 Kg _ render us: of Tree of of 

lefs value with God. Jnzdiomm i Ay propter ea 'quia nos Deo m- 

ns qghs bo Fr, negue Tndignic; cs facere, alii alios_wvel con- 


emp pp AGE Argument (eſpecnally . that 1. 
45 preſent. call Yall to mind) for the abſolute Inforging. of 
_g- rticular needleſs Ceremonies to be obſerved in the Church 

who live under one Civil ace rr ogy what would 
bY of the. ſame force if it were pins to all the. Churches 
a. the world. There is as anuch 'Reaſon w; think), bed 

ch aud .every Congregation. For [the Se, G 

ughout. the. world, ſhoyld obſcrye:the fame Coremonies 

ENDO ,reſpe& the. Obſeryatipns and Refleccia: 


"that in cas nad the fame Ray FR. 
they fe Religion do obſerve Diſſerent, 


Con tions in ane Nation ſhould 
of ity have the ſame bu tg me: 


who, heh the fame Religion, and own aith, ao 
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_ nl ek the Notion of Catholick 'Communion is | 
larly invited on at this time, -and urged with ſome oo; 
'-ſore ſolid and weighty Reaſon, (ſuch as may fatisfie in- 
qui = Met) ſhould be given, why Carholick Communion ſhould 
'CarÞdlick. Terms. But I'canhot perceive any ſuch, in 
(2117 © the Writings of Dr. Sherlotk, the great 'mana- 
-Diſuſocn ab 'ger .of this Argument, tho? he doth aſſert, 
Church -Unjty,"'6. That all Chriſt:ans are bonund' to joyn” in 
Communion with that-' part of the Charcls 

regs Providence of God doth \place- them. 
[0 tis: and often Experience hath made- is undeniably 
ee, that the purt1 purting of Penal ' Laws ri orouſly i in execu- 
bn agai ii humble, meieſt, conſcientious Difſenters, (and I 
pled Wh for fuch) hath not- anſwered the Deſign and- End 


h (they were intended. And therefore it may be-more 
e; if thoſe? wh0'' were ' foriigrly very warm for- the 
Proſecmg 6f'Diſſenters, do now after ſo" many--years 'ex- 
perk bein to be more moderate, and Gefire that a more 
armcable Expedient may be found out/ts compoſe our Diffe- 
ca ſcverity-is not a proper method for tte ſatisfying of - 
tens Jute 6r the remo: Lag of. their Seraptes.' Arid tho? 
courſes "tray timder” people from” aſſerhbling 
y'#s they Weber i nay "tidy make ' ſore” comply i 
itiog to'their own* Judgments,” yet - ir, 'nzver- .made '4 
1 -Proſelytes; -it 'has/rather prepared the minds- of (othets 
to have a ter compallion - towards, and liking” of } 
ſo whent over -accident,, necety, or. of choite 
"Y&v6 brentet looſe; und Uiey Have 


_ "Uiſcovered* an-wuinwonted aciination ' towards them; * 
evident in all the Inſtances Hiſtorians do relate, nd pants 
in-all(thof® "ns HE A "hath 'taked 1. oe 06 with 


= 29 » 
rable party -'is- afflicted and frown” ypen, the 
more 13 that admired and owned, 
OECUTrences 
kindneſs - muſt-be ſhewed unto it. 
And the trne-Reaſon why theNonconformiſts 


ſtate of id reguire them. to be indul- 
ged, was-.not becauſe.” they . were then tolle- 
rated, but becauſe they. had been before trea- 
ted with obvious. roughneſs and ſeverity, 


ſelves with a very becomeing and graceful 
exemplary : carriage. , If you will abſolutely 
vanquiſh and root. out. Nonconformity by ſe- 
vere methods, there , ar2 two. things : at leaſt 
which. you mult. have . a, peculiar regard to, 


and” be able to effect; ) © 


happen, "that any favour and 


did multiply ſo-numeroutly wheti, the Ptblick- 
tld penatee 


has neit hey diſcovered 
that cander and in- 
genuity in the manner 

. is, mrigeng, nor 
that toidincy of trith 
and faithfulneſs is 
his Hiſtorical Relatt- 
ons, nor that ſirength 


p OA and cltarneſs of Rea- 
and under - that ulage had... demeaned thetn-"! jor and Logick in bis 


 Ariuings which 
might 1ufly be expeit- 
ed from one who would 
attempt to treat on 


ſuch 8 ſubje#. 


1, You runcatly hp juvincible check and riint pon 


Gods Providence, 


Fome-evether. 


clainotous noiſe* of that, blood com- 
do projoke him te your ous fuctdread. 
190 TIF Is dawn 


#1, = " 
{tal} 


| wit roory Patedligent 
"if ſuch & «ipreudiced Rin. 
ter, that the Author 


4 +. 


ee . - 5 
ful Vials on ws, 2s will thake ws &t cnce'to ceaſe deing « 


Chorch or Coop, 
It is an excefient, true, and very wſefal Obfermation which 
Biſhop Taylor made concerning Force and Extremity in mat- 
yp tn of Re . viz, When” 1. 
pls. eh, bien and "God 3; wet - i lms 
livi Ke. Hey New prong Ich Titles, Rilogson may _ 14a-ur 
be the Power of the Sword, but "not 'vhe Power of Gods 
laneſs and we may epmplain of this t0 God and them who 
ed, but we bave no remedy but what we muſt | expett from 
yd fellowſup of Chriſts ſufftrings, and -the returns of the God of 

Peac 


6h, It was never known- that any Indifferent Ceremonies 
were univerſally 1 _ in a knowing Age, and the Judgments 
and Opinions of all good men wy and agreeto them. 
Indeed 1 think there nab anattempt made, till P 

ry thad- got 2 great influence over the Chriſtian world. 
perfereded there never was al univerſal compliance in 1 
jed Indifferences, till Popery had invotved people in/am n no 
Feyptian and--almoſt inextricable Darknef. 

Some &do think it would be a5 commendable to oblige 
all mcn to have the ſame Face, ay'to have m"every! 
' the ſame judgment., Indeed then would Have uſt to 
wonder, if a Law ſhould be made; req all -men to be 
of one Bulke, and Statre, and to eat and 


drink (at leaſt m Company) | if Cry tal to obſerve it. But I am 


ſure 1 have ſome where . read, of 'a"certain Expedient that was 
——_— Bhs 5 mAtD W111 em es them _ 
'bne t.was,not an er-as 
nſed to make NE Ek and 'Viſitants' vf one 
off their Heads if they were too oo lod, l-vcking 

-them-onght of joynt., if they were too ſhot a 
The __ a m__ uſe SL br fone Forveign parts'of 
Re &o "not 


@ 
4F 


Wk 


nd 


c 
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—— 
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firlt encloſure, till; they have not only ſtuft it quite up;. but. 


ite w 

wm y 9p. Ju of the ſame mind in every thing | 
Service and: Worſhip of God, and what men 
effetual Expedient will be to involve them 
&roſs Ignorance in which their Anceſtors were 
the - Roxzſb yoke. Ti is no way ſo likely to 
to entertain any thing without Scruple, as keeping 
in ſo much darkneſs they cannot ſee, or king them 
cannot examine things. People are never brought 
ile ſubmiſſion to all kind of Impoſitions, till they have 
time been inured to an Implicite Faith, - and then 
obtrude on them what you pleaſe. 
. Very great and conſiderable Alterations have been made 
icks, our publick Service, and our Articles, in 
to the briuging of the Papiſts to join With us in our 
orſhip, and to prevent our giving-them ſo much as the co- 
lour Ad 1-3 for their withdrawing from oor Commyu- 
BiOn. if ſo much might be parted with” to gratifie our 
worſt and moſt implacable Enemies, even them who differ 
from us in the very Subſtantials of Religions is-it not high! 
Reaſonable we ſhould expreſs ſome Moderation und Tondernchs , 
towards them, who-are in every thing of the ſame Religion 
=_ ns,.and do only differ about. ſome unneceſſary Ceremo-- 
mes 


- 
2 


evppas 
HITHE 
; 


"if 


I 


: Bat there are too many who pretend to this Charch, who 
,3 difcoyer they are of the mind that we cannot manifeſt: too 
| ih 


much. Complacency in thoſe who are avowedly of the *Þ' 
Perſwaſiex, nor appear incxorable enough towards our: 

ed fellow nts. How many are there who pretentt to . 
be Sons of the Church of England, and yet dare openly de- 
clare my _ Rs ar Chack _ ear pak than 
Papiſh ts ul C England men will . 
theſe be, .if the Sins of this Nation ſhould riſe f kigh as to 
provoke God to poyr-on' ys the Vials of his diſpleaſure, and 
to imbitter, "nay poiſon them all, by adding the greateſt of all 0- 
ther P . making vs ſubject to a Popiſh'Covernor ? 

Dr. 4 tells us there was great care ,. _.. 
taken for expunging, all ſuch Paſſages in zhe wes" 


bo of *- 


w. 4 


- < "72 yy as 
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Book of Common Prayet, &c. as nitfht give any ſcandal or? 
olterce. to. the Popiſh Party, or be urg Lo bona in/ excyſe- 
for. their nut .coming to Church, &c. In the Litmy"that' nioR 
fpcaliens ilage was expioged, -where we pray to be delivered 

om the Tyranny and alt rhe deteſtable-Enormitics-of the Bi- 
ps of Rome. In the Comtmution-Service 4- whole Rabrick 
againſt the Popiſh Do@ttine of rhe 'Sacrament was 'expungdd. 

4 - And in the Original Copy of the'39 Articles 

Dy. Ss _ there 1s'a very conſiderable Addition” tothe 
ogy + #*. +. 28th Article, which dottvexpreſly decldfe that 
Y  - no Chriſtian ought cither"t#believe/or pro- 
feſs the Real and Corporal Preſence of theFleſti-andBlood 
of Ghriſt ia the Euchariſt, giving a very ſtrong'andinvincible 
Reaſon for- it. But becauſe ſome alledged that Fach an expreſs 
Definition againſt a Real Preſence might drive from the Church 
many who were ſtill of that Perſwaſton, &c. therefore thoſe 
words 220 


# 


were by. common conſent left our. V2 

Is it not. a very ſtraige and unreaſonable thing. that ſome 

t Pretenders to the Church of England, ſhould think it 

Coful, and conliſtent with their perevining to that Church, 

to be; familiar, and converſe ordinarily with, nay S— | 
iz may be rcyel and, be drunk with /profeſfed Papilts, ant yet 

tail-at, and declain) againft others who are much truer:Cons 

formiſts than themſelves, becanſe- they gare viſit, and have 

ſober and neighbourly Communication with Pious, Honeſt; $05 

ber, Peaccable Proteſtant Diſſenters ? 

I offer theſe things to peoples conſideration, not” tb/except 
againſt the ..Lawfulneſs of any thing the Church. of England 
doth. injoyn.and practiſe, but only 'to mind ſome wit do-uri- 
neceſſarily ingage in the "proſecuting. of their Honeſt Peacrable 
Neighbours, that there are ſeveral things which have ſome 
weight in them to oblige us to forbear all unneceſſary ſeverity 
towards people; who are nat yet in every thing of our: Judgs 
ments, 2 ho 6690601 

But ſome will be ready to fay, What do you - for all 
ſorts of Diſſenters, or only ſome particular ?.And''ifi fo, 


| "Why do you not name the Sets you plead- for ?- 77 anſwer, I 
. am againſt all'Sefts, Parties, and Diviſions inthe Church, and 


1 look on all the Fat#iows a IR "= + 


VES 


LES 


'Y 


themſelves Chriſtians are lifted under, as pernicious Devices of . 
the Devil to- help forward Diviſar, and to moleſt” and in- * 
jure that Common (Chriſtianity we do all pretend to. I am for- 


ry any who profeſs thetnſelves Chriſtians do lay © much ſtreſs 
F008 OG Th ene Cong bs nag COn- 
cerned, 


as to give occalion for people to coin any other Name, 
by which they may be diſtinguiſhed from ogtiers, than that 
by which the Diſciples and Bclievers were firſt called at z#5- 
och, ' | do not conſider people by the Names of. Reproach 
Atheiſts and Prophane men do ſet on them, but by. what I do 
really find then in their open profeſſion and general Pee 
But. that may know more diſtinAfly who they be 1 plead . 
for, 1 now ſay ſomething to the ſecond point I pro- 


Which is, 
, To give both a general and ar * . 
the Trople for whom I plead. And Wim pnegt 
all who deſerve the Character I gave in the Preface to my Ser- 
mon- againſt Peſecution, of many Diſſcenters with whom I had 

rti acquaintance. I believe thete are many of the ſame 
Stamp and Merit amongſt them, with whom I never had any 


acquaintance. Let people come under what Denomination ſo- 
ever, if 1 can diſcern no juſt ground to doubt but God will 
_ | 5 09: Gans 2. AE Ron Reſpect and 
De z and therefore I do profefs I rejoyce in the con- 
verſation of all whom I apprehend I have good cauſe to be- 
lieve do Fear God- and work, Righteouſneſs, and I mourn to conſi- 
der how Differences are kept alive and heightened betwixt 
them and other Good men. We all ought to have a great 
tenderneſs for, and regard to. ol cho mo aoy. Fas 
Proteſtants (that is, who- profeſs and own all the rines 
of Chriſtianity the Chuch of England doth, and do oppoſe 
and rejeft all thoſs Teffets which are truly Popiſh: For it is , 
not mens owning or, fenouncing ſome Indiff.reat Ceremoni 
which makes them Proteſtants, or of the Reformed Religion) 
who are exemplarily- pious and virtuous in their Converſati- 
ons; and who live eably and ſoberly, and do not indea- 
vour any. unlawful Alteration in the Government. 

I _ for Moderation towards ſuch as were known ſome 


tune 9-166 Kings Majeſty, and oft who eaſier that Clt- 


raſter 


\ 


- 
ww a _ 
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RE 81 _— to '2ive 
hit In Hull ond. pal gt theſe, ® When 'we were 'in 
« Holland we 'were attended by many -Grave 
flis Majeffics Decls» <6304 Learned Miniſters from henee, who were: 
pre n= yay «looked. on as the moſt alle and prin om wi 
terwag _ Ecclefiaſti.. ©© Aflertors of the Presbyterian Opinions, w 
ol ies p. 3- © whom we had as mnch conference; as the 
<& multitude of Afﬀairs which were then upon 
* us would permit ns. to have, and t6 ' our great 'fatisfa{tion 
«and conffort,” found them perſons -full of Afﬀettion to us, 
<' of Zeal for the Peace of the Church and State, and neither 
& * Enenlies (8, they have been 2M ven outto be) to*Epiſcopacyor 
® Viturgy, but modefHy to'defire ſuch Alterations! er..-as 
ithout ſhaking Foundations might beſt. allay ** 
© Memypers which the Ind wt OE of the Time, and: "ten 
© derneſs of ſome mens Conſciences had contratted. ' 
Thoſe Nonconformiſts do Ydeferre a peculiar refpeft and. 
kindneſs from our Church, who' really ſcrup:ling fome things, 
do "comply 'with us as "far as politbly they can under their 
preſent-apprehtaſions, and do" publickly declare: themfetves 
gn ereCtin ag, Alrare contra Altare, nay who are particular- 
cautious of preſſing others 'x0r to Conform, 'Indced if all 
NO is he Diſlent, ayd are le of examining the 
berwixt ns, 'carefully lay afide all 
Partidlity 54nd Prejuzkce, ant "not - tate: to * indul Heniſehres 
i Making 'Partits, of in ſuggeſting wmeceſſary 5 "tor any, 


Þur, would rather comply themſelves to the utmoſt they - are. 
e 


able, and pyerſwatte of ers.to joyn with us in Divine Ordinan- 
tes, by © removing and anſwering thoſe Objeftions- and ' Serwples 
which are Tometimes altedged, and which they themſetves are 
Prisfied, areof no” force, 1 am. ed they would do*them- 
os: great Right, the Church of 'Gotd "much Service, and 
greatly inſtrumental towards the 'compoſing thoſe Diffe- 

nt ck have long weakened the Proteſtant Intereft, 'and. 
given ' too great. Advantage to'the Common Enemy. And-ſuch- 
as theſe there are mdonbtedly amongft them we'call 'Diffen- 
ters. Nay I. am perſwaded the Reverend'Mr. Paxrer,, (tho? -by 
ſome Re eprpach lly nd very Deſingenuonlly called" the Pro- 
vincial of "the Proteſtant, Schiſmaticks)- I his hy Ort 
ice 


o them who hull attended on 


| ( 35 y ' . 
Practice, and Advice, prevailed with. as many +ta be 
anunion our Cnrch, 2 an T, j— man, vhoorre 
Kingdom... , A e very Learned MF, Ac | 
Kin has not only often declared. in: private nntrans Trot 
his averkon. to. diſſnade any againſt Confor- Abaſer put "un then 
mity, but has alſo publiſhed in Print hisdif- by-M.Durel and Mer, 
like of Nonconfarmalts. being. over zealaws 14 vcrivener, p, 18a, 
preſſing others not to Conform. 29g, | 

More parhealarty plead for Moderation towards, 

1f,,, Men of ſuch Learning as Mr. - Bawter, Mr. Hickman, &c. |. 
Theſe and many more: haye; given. the; world undeniable and 
very ſignal *Evidences of their beihg men. of extraordinary 
Reading, and Judgment, . They are great Ornaments in their 
Generation, and very ſhining Lights uy the. Church of God. 
[The Chriſtian world will (no douby). haye a "veneration -- 
for them. as long; a5. it, ſhall endure, Future Apes will honour 
their Memories with all the re 9296 pnations of high Af- 
fection found Chriſt:anity will. Allow, when their imveterate ma» 
licious Enemies ſhall have their -Names continue only to be 


in the 


uſed as-a Proverbial Obloqui and Reproach. 


do 


£ 
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cer to rake their neſs, others "cond to huep them. | 
other emi- 
them 


ble Epift, Dedic, be. Patterns to themſelves; and more x 
yy Treatiſe of cularly in the exerciſe of Moderation owurds 
giving inGed. them who differ from us in Judgment even 
in ſach inſtances as 'we have a ſingular kind- 
— for. The Pious and Reverend _ Tilloeſon thinks Mr. 
0. Goxge, before named, worthy to be a pattern in this to men 
of all Perfwaſions. . His Words are theſe. < Allowing others 
« to differ from him even in Opinions which were very dear 
< to him, and provided men did but fear God, 
6 and work Ri s, he loved ther hear- 
« +j | foever im in Judge- 
” « ment about thin mar gp In all which 
| «he is very worthy to be 2 pattern to- men of 
« all Perſwaſions whatſoever, 
Now what Crime is it for a Conformiſt to'plead for Mo- 
deration towards fuch men as theſe? or for a Son 6f* the- 


Church of England to endeavour to give' ſome check to the 
ſtrong Bigots, who by ing themſelves in proſe- 


urs, do 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, and the making the Church - 

'Enghand her ſelf 2 Sacrifice to the Rage, and-Trophy of 
t Cor of her moſt invyeterate and indefatigable-'Ene-: 


the. practice of not * appear ſo ſafe, 


age Spmemaemn as it deſerves. This is. e= 


vident 


ok ap men of- certain Charatters. 


Juch 


in- time. be ſatisfied-that Places and 


1 


are. ' 


- 
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the Lions skin on his back, as when- it was off, Nay that Lions 
s$kin muſt be large ' that 'can' cover and hide the Aſſes 
cars. Can "he Etvpien wes, Ig or the. 
Leopard bis Spots'? t are accuſtomed —=Jet. 13. 24. 
ro do evil, hw ful " 

Ne Rng 3 ach a ſtir is kept about the Sermon be- 
_ named, the ns ordinarily alledged againſt it, by 

very Dons t lves, are very pitiful and tri yet 

I phe ageriade do better become them, whoſe faces 
would -flatter the world into a belief they pretend to opera 
than Indictments and Deprivations (which are now talked of) 


do. 
2dly. The Objections pretended againſt the Sermon: are chief- 
ly theſe two. 
1:4How can I who am a Conformiſt, and \conſ uently ſa-- 
tisfied of the Lawfulneſs of every pr required b Church . 
of England, be. puniſhing them, who will not cm_ 
what I my lelf acknowledge Lawfal, and do i 
. That-it is. very unbecoming one who- receives. Profits 
a. the Church of \England (and to uſe-their own ca 
Phraſe) fucks .the Thirches Breaſts, to- Apologize and Fleet 
for them who diſſent from the Church, 
Now' any man: _ hath ire. het _ any thing elſe x 
ig: ns Dope perceive e Exceptions are not ſo- 
much againſt the* Sermon, \as my felf. And therefore 
I will. take the leſs care in anſwering them. For I think all: 
ſuch ' abfurd and. feeble. Reflections are beſt confuted- by a 


due: contempt. - 

ow | whom » Cafe way of 4 

How -1 who am —_ == 4-4. hy rt of he 
ured by barch of England, 


0 "90e comply with. 


Sas (38 ) 
'* *©.40-' compleat Armour, he: ſan. the '\Armonr to the: P £ 
*o0itb ths. word, _ ant, veſtes filis ol 7 £:; _— 
ly. There Is a ce \betwixs-a mans being foe. 
cl of: the! La flock of things,-ſo, as. to. tire .his.own 
Praftice in the uſe of them, and his bein convince! of Os 
Neceſlity ef. them, 10: as_to be induced _ 
approve the unneceſlary head-ſtrong and furious cou _ 
pro ophane: #ooſe Fellows do take po them who are-not e- 
ty ſatisfied - with him, by the e 'hath; There-is 
= Reaſon i ſhould. pu 2 mans! eyes out his head, becauſe 
he carinot ſee, what I either doſte, or.at leaſt fancy I' ſee. 
3ly. The createſt, the Wiſeſt, and the Learnedſt men this }. 
Church was. ever. bleſled with, haye bed the ſame thoughts:that 
'{ I have, and did believe the Moderation I plead for. 200N+ 
ſiſtent mth: true roman ry fry rm —_ nt 
ff we 7 
His MajelticsDecla- pvp A faaseh harch'ef England, as it «3 E/b<bÞ1:4 
| —_ "06 Las. Nor. de we: think, that Reveronce 
fairs, p. 4. x (caſt ater _— jw our __ 
of Ceremony, mhich boweren po why by. of! 
former times, may not be ſb agrtbable. tq1 the, =_ —_— 5 
The Eminent Judge Hate, at. his OOE_—. 'ON —_ Employ- 
ment, did oblige himſelf to 'obſcvve> this, amongſt many..ather., 
4 Excellent Riles, 12, **; That. Ibe 9 —_—_— | 
Dr,.Butniets Liſe of ©* gidi in Matters purely. contentions; where | 
Sir, Mathew Hale, <4 all the Harmi is:Diverty of Judgnients: Add; ! 


P- 36. it is further ſaid of him that, « Beſides [great 
*. « Charnics'to*the Nonconformiſts, who were 
i p: 39. *« then 2s he thought:too. hardly uſed; heitook | 


© preat care to-cover themalt he could =_ 


© the Scverities fins. 
= ms diſcouraged thoſe who- werd chute nts bo bend the Lam 
&.cob much. againſt-them. *- ©: * 


lr is very welt known that Dr. Wilkins, it Bibop af Choo, 
was 2 man of as prodigions Univerſat - Learning,” aud of as 
cleww-2me 'folid '7a Jadgment, as any mas: the Chriſtian world 
was ever-adoerned with; Andi is as well known that ho was 
_ rags ot Be Modems nance cara << 


PEOISTY, 


of w 4 x þ 19: "i Pe "JOE" 0 ants. 

fore he was made Bitho wes Tor nay of his ather "EXtragr--- © 
dinary Pyar Wer Ayd afts cended the * | 
Seat he -cantinued the fame .inan he was before, and .made 
that Diocels (as .it .is very well -known there, and in moſt 0-- 
ther 'Places) the , molt flouriſhing and ,truly Religions part (I 
think I may. tyuly., ſay) of all Chriſtendom, by the happy ln- 
fluence under. Divine Grace, his eminent Maderationy Zcalous 
Piety, and moſt Chriſtian Government had in thoſe parts. And 
the Eminent and Reverend Dr. Tillotſon, in his e to the 
Reader before .that.. Biſhops Sermor's lately publiſhed, has 
this moſt remarkable - concerning his Moderation. . 
& And I purpoſely mention his Moderation, and likewiſe adven- . 
«© ture to.commend him for it, notwithſtanding that this virtne, 
« {© much eſteemed and” magnified by wiſe men in all Ages, 
&* hath of late, been declaimed againſt with ſo. much Zeal and 
& Fjerccneſs, and yet with that good Grace: and Confidence, 
« as jif- it were not. anly no Virtue, but. even the Sum and 
« Abridgemeat. of all. Vices; I: fay, notwithitanding all this, 
«] am ſtill of the old, Opinion, that: Moderation is a Virtye, 
+ © and one of-the peculiar . Ornaments 'apd Advantages of the 
« Excellent Conſtitution of our. Elrrgh, and mult at laſt be the 
© Temper of her Members, eſpecially the Clergy, if ever we ſe- 
«rijaully intend [the .firm-eſtabliſhment. of this Chrch, ard do 
© not-igduitriogly. deſign, by. cheriſhing Heats and Diviſionsa- 
4, mong- our-{elves, 30; letihn Popery at. theſe Breaches. : 

4y.- They axe-;gencrally .the- worſt: men (eſpecially if they 
be Clergy-men)-, who. are molt for violence in relation to thoſe- 
who differ about ſome little Indifferences.:Nay, what. is more, 
if you conſider all: Pexſwaſions, you ſhall find they are, the moit 
Illiterate, Unſteady,-Prophane and Drbauched Pretenders to a- 
ny Perſwalio),. who.are moſt fer ſeverity towards Modeſt Difſen- 
ters. Even amongſt the Papilts, who were fo hot and furious 
as Garamer, and Bonner, Men who were not only flagitious 
in. their | Lives, . bat had no more than an empty ſuperficial 
Ecarning- Byt Toſcall, . who, was truly a Scholar, abhorred: that  » 
ſeverity towards: mens perſons. the others were - 
fond” of practifing. * It -is obſervable (faith fo 1he Rights of 
« Dr. Brace) that the (belt Cleroy-men - have 6 p-352, 
been always the moſt gentle to thoſe who dif- S: 


» 


'« jt, muſt be conſcious to 


they may be treated with more mildnefs, than 


er are perſuaded that by the of love 'and meek- 
Ns they ſhall, with the 'help of ſome tine, and the uſe of 
© all due. prudence and caution, overcome E 'Schiſms : 


<< But the unworthy, who know that a ' good- Cauſe may be 
<« ſpoiled, but is not likely to preyail_in their - hands, and 
**'who wml not trouble themſelves with the flow and habori- 
* ous Methods of conquering Errors, .are always apt to fly to 
* extream and cruel courſes ; ſince they know they mult either 
© preyait by theſe, or by none at all. 

e ſecond ObjeCtion ſaith, It is unbecoming one who 
receives Profits of the Church, to plead for them who diſſent 
from the Church. : 

I Anſiver, fir# of all, That there is no unſeemlineſs at all in 
any ones COINS 68 pleading for that which. all Reli- 
gion, Equity and R do juitifie and prompt men to. 
FR-, hey are extreamly ſtupid and dull, who cannot diſtin- 

betwixt pleading for Peoples Diſſent, and _ that 

ome are in-' 
Clin'd ta uſe. I do not plead for their Diſſent, to juſtifie 
that, but do only endeavour to ſhew that much may be ſaid 
for Moderation towards ſome who do Diſſent , againſt the 
fierce debauched People who are their greateſt oppoſers. - 

39; Tho diſcover no Opinion of the Church, who 

d perſwade the World ſhe maintains her Miniſters for no 
other end,- but either to Preach up ſeverity againſt all who 
ſcruple ſome Indifferences, or to keep them ſilent, -that they 
do not d the violent courſes ſome lewd prophane Pre- 
tenders to. her do put in practice: Would -not this be to 
make our Miniſters like that old Regiſter'I have heard of in 
one of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, who would not ſuffer a cer- 
tain Church-Warden to be at reſt , till he would Prefent his 
Neighbours who came not to the Sacrament? The Church- 
Warden being at laſt overcome by his importunities, did get a 
Preſentment drawn out, and amongft thoſe Names which were 
ſet down, there was'one which had Mr. before it. The Re- 
giſter ſpying this, thbnght it would be yery convenient to be- 
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. (4t) 
gin with this Man: And accordingly had him Summon 
to the Court, and began to maunage the buſineſs very briskly., 
But another who had 2 get veneration for the Court, being - 
preſent, and hearihg that Man called, applied himielf immedi- © 
ately to yo Begin and ask*'d him what he meaned to- do ? 
Why, ſaid the egiſſcr, I will make this Man go tothe Sacra- 
ment befote I have done-with him, for all his Adaferſhip; Nay 
ſaid the other, you'll ſpoil all; for this Genricman.is ONE 
OF US, he will Swear and be Drank, ag well as the BEST of 
us. Say you 10, quoth the Regiſter, then the caſe- is -altered. 
And immediately he called the Chwth-Warden,- and' chid hint 
very ſharply, telling him he was a moſt impudertt aid villindas 
ll, in that he durſt adveuture to Preſerit ſo worthy 4 
Gentleman as that was. Why, aid the Chimrch-warden, he did 
not come to the Sacrament, y Sifrah, an/mrred the RegriFer, 
you are not to Preſent all who do not conie to the Sacrament, bur 
only thoſe who ſcruple to receive the Sxctarnent, on their Knees. . 

Some do lay a great ſtreſs on this, That ſeveral-who are is 
eminent Places in, the Church are againſt both my Sermon 
and my ſelf. But for my own do not - 
much concern my {elf for that, With me it is a 1 C74. 3. 
ſmall thing to be judged of Mans judgment, 1. am 
willing to ÞaY eyery the reſpetT his particular Place, Char 
racer, Office and Quality can require. But I hope it is no 
fault for a Man to wiſh and pray that the Church of England 
may never Sink ,- Periſh, no nor Suffer by the Falſe and Inſidu- 
ons Tricks of ſome who pretend to her. 7s 
not the oppoſition of Enemies on all handr that can Biſhey Wilkins 
do ns ſo much hurt, as the Scandal and Folly of **. 7.102. 
Pretending Friends, 

Some are - to believe, that evil deſigning Men have inſi- 
nuated themſelves into places of Truſt and Power, and- that a 
degenerate kind, of Pretenders to the Proteſtan ir Religion do | 

e 2 t Figure at nt amongſt us. Whether 
have Ds or no for that ſurmiſe, is no buſineſs of ming 
determine, Yet if any Man do think he hath too much ground 
for ſuch ſuſpition, when he does deliberately - eas 
read a late ſet forth by Mr, Tho. Jones, Elymas the Sercerer, 
I do declare if he will be delivered from thoſe 
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